
 
About The Group 

Founded in 2010 and based in the Bronx, Local Celebrity Theatre is a not-for-profit 

theatre group dedicated to educating, entertaining and inspiring the community. LCT 

strives to ignite and cultivate a passion for the arts in individuals while promoting 

volunteerism and compassion. LCT brings a wide variety of productions to the stage 

and donates time and proceeds to various charities such as, March of Dimes, MDA 

and Make-A-Wish throughout the seasons. 

 

           2011 Season 
 

Beyond Therapy  

Written By: Christopher Durang; Directed By: Torrey Rodriguez 

Performances: June 16 and 17 

 

The farcial comedy focuses on Prudence and Bruce, two Manhattanites who 

are seeking stable romantic relationships with the help of their psychiatrists, 

each of whom suggests the patient place a personal ad. 

 

Could’ve Been Broadway: A Musical Revue 
Directed By: Chris Manetakis 

Performances: August 26, 27 and 28 

 

A musical revue that features popular songs from films, as well as pop & rock 

classics as you've never seen them before. Live, on stage, as the theatrical 

masterpieces that they were meant to be. 

 

Local Celebrity Theatre Presents: The Johnny Valentino Variety Show 
Performances: November 18, 19 and 20 

 

The Legendary Johnny Valentino makes his long-awaited return to show-biz; 

featuring all the classic songs, comedy routines, and dance numbers that 

made him famous. Join Johnny and all of his closest friends as they bring the 

glitz and glamour of Hollywood to New York City to film the first ever-LIVE 

episode of The Johnny Valentino Variety Show! 

 

The Eight Reindeer Monologues 
Written By: Jeff Goode 

Performances: December 16 and 17 

 

Eight reindeer dish about the real Santa. All those rumors you've heard about 

him and the elves? About Rudolph's little secret? About Vixen's story that 

was leaked to the press? All true!! Yes, the reindeer finally speak up - and 

believe us - they do NOT hold back! ( This play is for adult audiences 

only ) 



 
Last Season’s Shows 

 

Dog Sees God: Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead 
Written By: Bert V. Royal; Directed By: Chris Manetakis 

 

Our Kids for Jerry’s Kids: A Children’s Talent Show benefiting the 

Muscular Dystrophy Associate (MDA) & Jerry’s Kids 
Directed By: Chris Manetakis 

 

Broadway Revue 
Directed By: Chris Manetakis 

 

Amateurs 
Written By: Tom Griffin; Directed By: Chris Manetakis 

 

Telethon for Santa: An Original Christmas Story 
Written and Directed By: Chris Manetakis and Steven Bendler 

 

Contact Us 
Email: LocalCelebrityTheatre@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LocalCelebrityTheatre  

Website:www.LocalCelebrityTheatre.com 

Phone: 646-543-LCT1 



 

 

Letter From the President 
 

Local Celebrity Theatre is a no holds barred, anything goes theatre group 

without limitations. 

 

Starting Local Celebrity Theatre is a chance for me to give back. I hope to 

inspire people and to provide opportunities for them to explore their 

creativity and develop their talent. 

 

When I was a kid, I was incredibly shy. It wasn't until I got to High School, 

that I found something that made me feel like I belonged – theatre. Since 

then, I have directed several performances and starred in many others. I 

have been involved with various community theatre groups over the past ten 

years. However, I believe community theatre should do more than just put 

on performances. 

 

That's why Local Celebrity Theatre will be extremely involved in community 

events, and charity functions. Local Celebrity Theatre was created for the 

sole purpose of being a positive asset to our community. 

 

A special thanks to all those who have helped make this dream of mine a 

reality. This is just the beginning, and I can't wait to see where LCT is 

headed. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Manetakis 
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Story and photos by Osjua Newton

Searching for actors to star in three of 
their upcoming performances, the Local 
Celebrity Theatre (LCT) group hosted 
auditions this past Tues., March 29th for 
the beginning of their second season at 
I.S. 192, on none other than the aptly 
named Hollywood Avenue. 

“The purpose [is] to provide something 
positive and fun. Those are the kinds of 
people we want,” said Chris Manetakis, 
president and founder of Local Celebrity 
Theatre. “Experience is not really a 
necessity, just people that have a good 
attitude, who are willing to learn and have 
an interest in what we are doing. We’re 
really happy to work with anyone and give 
them the experience and opportunity.”

Founded in 2010, LCT is a Bronx 
based non-profit theater organization 
with a dual mission: to both entertain 
the borough’s community and to service 
those in need. 

Its debut production, “Cabaret: A Night 
of Music & Memories” was just this past 
June.

In that short period, they have made 
more than ample use of the time.

To date, the group has worked with 
and donated proceeds to various charity 
organizations including The March of 
Dimes, Muscular Dystrophy Association 
and the Make-A-Wish Foundation. This 
year alone, they intend to produce at least 
four additional performances including a 
December Christmas show.

LCT typically rents out space from I.S 
192, as well as from Lehman High School, 
for their rehearsals and performances.

Between Tuesday evening and the past 
Sunday’s audition, 40 people had shown 
up to show off their best stuff. 

 “I would like to have one ‘one hit 
wonder.’ If I can do that, I’ll be fine,” 
said Louellen Howell.  

Having performed in roughly 
15 to 20 shows from her days in 
high school and college, Howell 
currently works at a hospital. 
She has additional experience as a 
wedding singer, and like many of the 

Actors come to Hollywood (Avenue) in 
the Bronx to strut and shine

Scripts for actors to rehearse for characters Bruce, Prudence, Charlotte, Stuart, 
Bob, and Andrew for the performance “Beyond Therapy”.

others present, aspires to break into the 
worlds of theater and music. She heard 
about the LCT auditions through a friend 
and was auditioning for “Could’ve Been 
Broadway: A Musical Revue” and for 
the character of Charlotte in “Beyond 
Therapy.”

“I’m leaning for the part of Charlotte. 
She’s kooky, crazy, and that’s totally me. 
So why not try out for a part that is just 
like you, right?” she said, laughingly.

“Beyond Therapy,” written by 
Christopher Durang and directed by 
Torrey Rodriquez, is a comedy about 
two Manhattanites in search of stable 
relationships with the assistance of their 
psychiatrists.

Mathew Morel, in his first LCT audition, 
was focused, if a little less specific about 
his preference in role. 

He had prepared both for the character 
“Bruce,” an emotionally expressive 
bisexual man looking for a different kind 
of relationship, as well as for“Stuart,” 
a very masculine, self-indulged, 
manipulative man.

“Every time I approach a character, I 
look at the description and think, ‘What 
would be interesting to explore and to 
play around with?” he said.

Not all of the roles were available for 
everyone, however.  

Those under 21 were directed to audition 
for “Beanie and the Bamboozling Book 
Machine,” a story about a science whiz-
kid who designs a book reading machine 
for a science fair but all does not go as 
planned. The underage set could also 
try out  for “Could’ve Been a Broadway 
Musical,” a musical revue of famous pop 
songs from films and popular culture.

Summer Warwick-Goksan, 16, came 
with friends Joan Bradford, 17, and Kayla 
Fridson, 16, from Cardinal Spellman 
High School. They were following in the 
footsteps of other Spellman students who 

had come to the LCT audition the prior 
Sunday. 

“I never actually done the whole acting 
thing, [but] I’ve always danced my whole 
life,” said Warwick-Goksan. “I want to 
perform, and if that means I have to start 
getting used to auditions, then that’s what 
I’m going to do.“

“I don’t know if I want the part, [but] 
I want to be a part of it,” said Bradford, 
auditioning for “Snow White and the 
Queen”. 

“I want to be like a sponge and soak in 
all their ideas.”

Another round of auditions is expected 
shortly for LCT’s performances in 
May. “Beyond Therapy,” “Beanie and 
the Bamboozling Book Machine,” and 
“Could’ve Been a Broadway Musical” 
begin June 3, May 2, and August 26, 
respectively.

For more information on the Local 
Celebrity Theater group, please visit 
localcelebritytheatre.webs.com.

Mathew Morel, left, and Louellen Howell, right, rehearse for the roles Bruce and 
Charlotte, respectively.

Summer Warwick-Goksan, 16, from 
Cardinal Spellman High School, 
rehearses the song “Showoff” from 
the “Drowsy Chaperone” in the hallway 
outside I.S 192’s auditorium.

Joan Bradford, 17, finds an isolated 
place in the hallway with good acoustics 
to practice singing for her audition.
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Bronx Theater Group Inspires and Gives Back 
By Michael Andronico 

NOVEMBER 30, 2010 

 

Chris Manetakis doesn't want to be a Broadway star. 

Headlining local plays since his teens, the Bronx native 

took a few acting classes at Hunter College and The 

American Musical and Dramatic Academy after 

graduating high school. 

 

However, when finances forced him to put school to the 

side, Manetakis spent much of his 20s managing several 

retail stores throughout New York while performing and 

directing on the side. Now 29, Manetakis is finally 

pursuing his true vision.  

 

"Starting a theater group has been a goal of mine for the 

past 12 years of my life," said Manetakis. His goal has 

been met, as Manetakis founded Local Celebrity Theatre, an independent nonprofit theater group, in April.  

 

"So many times we look at the ultimate goal and think, 'That's impossible,' " said Manetakis. "This time, I set a 

bunch of small goals, and one by one, I achieved them." 

 

The group has staged a variety of performances in the Bronx since its inception, ranging from talent shows to 

cabaret to a recent review of Broadway songs. The ages of performers range from teens to those old enough to be 

parents of teens, resulting in diverse but tight-knit casts. 

 

"Seeing what Chris has offered of himself to this community has influenced me to use some of the talents people 

didn't know I was capable of," said Amanda Livingston, 25, an actor in the company. 

 

Manetakis wants LCT to be more than a means for local performers to showcase their talent. The group is involved 

with several charities, having participated in the March of Dimes' March for Babies and donating proceeds from a 

talent show to the Muscular Dystrophy Association. An upcoming Christmas production, "Telethon for Santa," will 

raise money for the Make-a-Wish Foundation and serve as a drop-off spot for Toys for Tots. 

 

Manetakis also plans to start a program that has LCT members visiting and performing for seniors in local nursing 

homes.  

 

"We're not afraid of a little manual labor," said Manetakis. "If there is any way we can help out in our community, 

LCT is willing to do so."  

 

Photo by Vanessa Javier 

LCT's Broadway Revue 



 

This commitment to charity and community is what makes LCT stand out, according to Manetakis. "Typically when 

you think about performers, you think egos. That's not what LCT is all about. We're using our talents as a way to 

help and inspire others."  

 

Though LCT is locally based, Manetakis is confident that it could someday be his sole occupation.  

 

"I have already decided that LCT will be my career," he said. "I don't believe in backup plans. I don't believe in 

having something to fall back on. I'm prepared to do whatever I have to do to make it successful."  

 

LCT's next performance, an original Christmas show by Manetakis and Steven Bendler titled "Telethon for Santa," 

will run Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m., and Dec. 11 and 12 at 3 p.m. The play will be held at Lehman High School in the 

Bronx. Tickets are $15, $10 with a Toys for Tots donation, and $8 for children up to 13.  

 

For information on Local Celebrity Theatre, visit localcelebritytheatre.webs.com. 

 

http://localcelebritytheatre.webs.com/


 

 

 
 

Angela's Performing Arts Blog 
By Angela Mitchell, About.com Guide 

Local Theatre Gives Back to NYC Children at Christmas 
Monday December 13, 2010 

Let's raise a cup of eggnog to Bronx
1
-based Local Celebrity Theatre, which recently presented a brand-new musical 

this holiday season (Telethon for Santa: An Original Christmas Spectacular), and in the spirit of the season, they 

used the occasion to benefit others as well. 

 

The musical took place from December 10-12, 2010, and chronicled difficult financial times for Santa
2
, until 

Christmas was saved by an assortment of much-loved Christmas characters in the nick of time. During the show's 

run, the venue served as an official drop-off site for the charity Toys for Tots
3
.  In addition, 100% of the show's 

sponsorships were donated to the Make-a-Wish Foundation of Metro New York
4
. 

 

For more inspiration on how to give back this season, and to follow Local Celebrity Theatre's great example, check 

out my article on "25 Easy Ways to Give Back at the Holidays
5
." For more information on Local Celebrity Theatre 

and its community involvement, visit http://www.localcelebritytheatre.webs.com. 

 

http://performingarts.about.com/bio/Angela-Mitchell-83257.htm
http://gonyc.about.com/od/mapsbronx/Bronx_Maps_New_York_City_Maps_of_the_Bronx.htm
http://christianteens.about.com/od/christianholidays/p/WhoIsSanta.htm
http://brooklyn-ny.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/default.asp
http://metrony.wish.org/
http://performingarts.about.com/od/Administration/a/25-Easy-Ways-To-Give-Back-At-The-Holidays.htm




 

By Patrick Rocchio 

Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:14 PM EDT 

Flush with success from still another production at the campus of what was formerly I.S. 192, the newly 

formed Local Celebrity Theatre is moving forward with plans for two new shows. 

 

After two performances of Broadway Revue on Friday, September 24 and Saturday, September 25, the theatre 

company, which held a big debut in June 2010 and was founded by Pelham Gardens resident Chris Manetakis, 

is forging ahead with a new show that deals with a topic close to many of the players: community theater. That 

play is “Amateurs,” by Tom Griffin. 

 

Rehearsals have begun on the play, which deals with a group of amateur actors, much like the Local Celebrity 

Theatre, who after an opening night party are confronted with the fact that a renowned theater reviewer has just 

panned their show. They are forced to look at themselves in what Manetakis describes as a bittersweet story in 

which the characters come to recognize just how much they need one another. 

 

“I thought that it was funny and poignant because it deals with a community theatre, which is what we are, and 

pokes fun at the stereotype of what community theatre actors are,” Manetakis said. 

 

“It is funny, it deals with egos, and it is bittersweet. They are trying to find acceptance from one another, but 

are awkward on their own.” 

 

Connie Del Vecchio, an actor in the play, said that the ensemble cast of amateurs includes complex characters 

that are have their own background story. The characters have faced many of the same trials and tribulations 

that certain members of the audience will be able to relate to including divorce, ambition, and lost love. 

 

“It shows that people in community theatre can be just as egotistical, if not more so, than even those acting in 

professional theatre,” said cast member Dennis DeLeo. “They are looking for acceptance.” 

 

This is Manetakis’ and Local Celebrity Theatre’s fifth show since the group had a large debut with a night of 

Cabaret performances at the Vietnam Veterans Council of America post in Morris Park this past June. 

 

Manetakis said that since June, the crowds have gotten bigger and he anticipates even larger crowds for the 

performances of “Amateurs,” which will take place at 650 Hollywood Avenue on Thursday, October 21 at 

7:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 24 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

In addition, the group is planning the production of an original play that was co-written by Manetakis and 

Steve Bendler called “Telethon For Santa,” with performances at Lehman High School on Friday, December 

10, Saturday, December 11, and Sunday, December 12. 

 

The show, which is heavily influenced by the Muppets, has around 60 cast members. Its plot centers around 

Santa’s elves deciding to hold a telethon for Santa to raise money because the recession has made it difficult for 

Santa to deliver expensive gadgets like mp3 players, cell phones, and video game systems. 

 

As far as Local Celebrity Theater goes, Manetakis said that his goal is to put the “community” back into 

community theatre. 

 

For more information, visit localcelebritytheatre.com 



 
 

October 2010  

 

 
jessica thorpe 

 

Local Celebrity Theatre is a non-profit theatre organization. 

Every year, thousands of talented artists around the country flock to 
Manhattan with hopes and dreams of becoming a Broadway star.  

  

When they visualize the life they hope to have, they see the lights, a huge 
stage, and of course, the glamorous streets of Manhattan, NY.  But of 
course, like any other glamorous career, not everyone can become 
the next “Broadway Star”.  But how can one turn that around? 

  

A Bronx, NY native, Chris Manetakis, once had those same dreams of 
becoming a Broadway star.  After falling in love with theatre in high school, 
he continued taking classes to perfect his craft and went to audition after 
audition in Manhattan with high hopes of living his dream.  Chris has 



become one of the lucky ones, as he is now living his dream. However, it 
is not on the big Broadway stages of Manhattan, but through a non-
profit theatre organization he founded in 2010, Local Celebrity 
Theatre.  

  

 Based in the Bronx, Local Celebrity Theatre aims to educate, entertain, 
and inspire the community while striving to cultivate a passion for the arts in 
individuals through volunteerism.  Since its founding in April of this 
year, Local Celebrity Theatre has put on several productions throughout 
the Bronx community utilizing the talents of its members and the 
community. 

  

 

  

“Starting Local Celebrity Theatre is a chance for me to give back. I 
hope to inspire people and to provide opportunities for them to 
explore their creativity and develop their talent, “says Chris. 

  

The proceeds of these productions are given to charities such as 
the March of Dimes and theMuscular Dystrophy Association.  Local 
Celebrity Theatre also makes a point to be involved in community events 
and charity functions as a community service initiative to the Bronx 
community.   

  

Local Celebrity Theatre has the following upcoming events in 2010: 



Amateurs 
Written By: Tom Griffin; Directed By: Chris Manetakis 
October 21st at 7:30 pm and 24th at 5:30pm 
I.S. 192 650 Hollywood Avenue Bronx, NY 10465 

  

Telethon for Santa: An Original Christmas Story 
Written and Directed By: Chris Manetakis and Steven Bendler 
December 10, 11, and 12 at 7:30pm 
Lehman High School 3000 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10461 
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